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WHAT ON EARTH?
- Two in three UK parents puzzled by their children’s savvy science questions –
- Children’s love of maths and science fills half of parents with fear –
Forget simple questions about the birds and the bees, 65% of UK children are puzzling parents with complex scientific ponderings – and it’s leaving a quarter (24%) of mums and dads frustrated and embarrassed, according to a new report.
In the nationwide study by The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair among 2,000 parents, almost one in three (30%) say they take a grilling from their curious kids on a daily basis. 

The conundrums leaving parents most vexed are (see Appendix 1 for full list):
1. “Why is the moon sometimes out in the day?”
2. “Why is the sky blue?”
3. “Will we ever discover aliens?”
4. “How much does the earth weigh?”
5. “How do aeroplanes stay in the air?” 

And the findings suggest that it’s not going to get any easier for mums and dads; science and maths top the subjects their children enjoy the most and yet these are the subjects that fill more than half (52%) of parents with fear. 

While a third of parents (31%) would actively research answers to clever questions, many are using sneakier tactics to save face when flummoxed by their child’s musings. A fifth (21%) make up answers or pretend nobody knows and one in six (16%) put the burden on their partner. 

One in six (16%) believe their children’s curiosity for science and maths is heavily fuelled by educational TV programmes, such as Frozen Planet (35%) and Wonders of the Universe (20%).  

Professor Brian Cox, spokesperson and supporter of The Big Bang, said: “With more and more youngsters getting stuck into science and maths both in and out of school, it’s no wonder they are constantly questioning the world around them. Inquisitive minds are fantastic, but clever questions can often leave parents in a tricky situation if they don’t have the answers.

“The best thing parents can do is work with their children to find the answers – not only can it be fun, but you’ll both learn something new along the way. And there are lots of exciting opportunities to learn .out there such as The Big Bang – the UK’s largest celebration of science and engineering which helps feed children’s imaginations and inspires them to learn more – it’s free to attend too.”

The Big Bang takes place at The NEC, Birmingham from 15-17 March 2012.  Register online for free tickets at www.thebigbangfair.co.uk. 

The research further reveals:
· More than a quarter (26%) of parents think their children know more about maths and science than they do.
· One in five (20%) wish they had taken more of an interest in maths and science at school.
· 10% of mums say their limited knowledge is down to the lack of support and encouragement girls received in maths and science when they were at school.   
· Professor Brian Cox has topped a list of scientists – real and fictional – that parents would most like to tutor their children. 21% would pick the TV scientist over David Attenborough (15%), Stephen Hawking (15%) and Albert Einstein (14%). 

- Ends -

For further information please contact Mark Thomson or Sarah Smith at 
Consolidated PR on 020 7781 2300 or email stem@consolidatedpr.com.

Notes to Editors
Research was undertaken for The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair by www.onepoll.com among a sample of 2,000 parents with children aged 5-16 from 24 – 28 November 2011.  

Appendix 1
Top ten list of questions parents struggle to answer:

1.  “Why is the moon sometimes out in the day?”
2. “Why is the Sky Blue?”
3. “Will we ever discover aliens?”
4. “How much does the earth weight?”
5. “How do aeroplanes stay in the air?” 
6. “Why is water wet?”
7. “How do I do long division?”
8. “Where to birds / bees go in winter?”
9. “What makes a rainbow?”
10. Why are there different times on earth?”

About The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair and National Science & Engineering Competition  
The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair will take place from 15-17 March 2012 at The NEC, Birmingham and will celebrate and raise the profile of young people’s achievement in science and engineering and encourage more young people to take part in science, technology, engineering and maths initiatives with support from their parents and teachers. School groups will be invited to visit the first two days of The Big Bang Fair, which will also be open to the public on the Saturday. Young people will leave enlightened about how science and engineering feature in everything they wear, eat and do. A number of apprentice, graduate and experienced engineers and scientists will be on hand to quiz and young people will have the opportunity to discover a great career.
The Big Bang Fair hosts the finals of the prestigious National Science & Engineering Competition and is also the flagship event of National Science and Engineering Week 2012.
The National Science & Engineering Competition 2012 is open to 11-18 year olds from across the UK who have completed a project or activity in any field of science, technology, engineering or maths. Entries can come from teams or individuals.
Finalists are invited to present their project at The Big Bang Fair. Here, they'll have their own exhibition stand amongst the big household names to show off all their hard work to journalists, prospective employers and universities – as well as the school groups and VIPs attending The Fair. It’s a great opportunity to display their talents in front of many interested and influential people.
As well as the great prizes in all age categories, winners in the senior categories are crowned the UK Young Scientist(s) of the Year or the UK Young Engineer(s) of the Year at the National Awards Ceremony. 
For more information please visit www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/nsec  
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