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WIN THE ULTIMATE SCIENCE LESSON WITH PROFESSOR BRIAN COX
TV science star’s lesson of a lifetime comes rocketing back to UK schools
Professor Brian Cox is on a mission to turn one lucky UK school class into budding astronomers as he returns for The Big Bang Lesson: Take 2 – a nationwide schools competition to win a science lesson that’s out of this world.
Schools entered in their thousands last year for the chance to have the TV scientist turn up and teach a star-studded science lesson. So, together with The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair, the Professor is back and this time he’s taking the winning class on location.
School children, teachers and parents can now enter their class (or child’s class) into the special prize draw, which will see the winners whisked off to The University of Manchester’s world famous Jodrell Bank Observatory on 19 January 2012. The class will enjoy a mind-blowing workshop in the Discovery Centre with Professor Brian Cox and the Discovery Centre’s Education team, get up close to the Obervatory’s gigantic Lovell Telescope and discover more about the solar system with fun, interactive activities.
The professor of physics, who will teach the winning class fresh from hosting BBC Two’s Stargazing Live at Jodrell Bank, looks forward to inspiring young people about the amazing world around them. 
He said: “I’m thrilled to be joining forces with The Big Bang Fair for a second year to teach and inspire school children. Science has always been my passion and it’s so rewarding to show youngsters of all ages that they too can play a part in answering some of life’s biggest questions with the help of science, technology, engineering and maths.
“The scientific world is hugely fascinating and moving, and if it’s taught in the right way, it can be tremendously inspiring and a lot of fun! So, for all those schools out there who want to come on an exciting journey with me, get entering today!” 
Young people, teachers and parents can now register for the chance to take part in The Big Bang Lesson: Take 2 by visiting www.facebook.com/TheBigBang4U. Entry closes on Monday 5 December 2011.
Professor Brian Cox has teamed up with The Big Bang Fair, the UK’s largest FREE celebration of science and engineering for young people, to show just how fun and inspiring these subjects can be.
The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair comes to The NEC, Birmingham, from 15-17 March 2012 and local schools and families can now register online for free tickets at www.thebigbangfair.co.uk. School groups will be invited to visit the first two days of The Big Bang Fair, which will also open to families and community groups on the Saturday. 
Youngsters can make the impossible possible with more than 120 hands-on activities, from building chocolate bridges and experimenting with a bionic eye to meeting robots and exploring the wonders of outer space with the Mars Rover.
The Big Bang Fair also hosts the finals of the 2012 National Science & Engineering Competition where students from across the country will compete to claim one of the UK’s most prestigious science and engineering honours for young people. 
- Ends -
For further information please call Mark Thomson or Sarah Smith at Consolidated PR on 020 7781 2300 or email stem@consolidatedpr.com.
Notes to Editors
About the National Science & Engineering Competition and The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair  
The National Science & Engineering Competition 2012 is open to 11-18 year olds from across the UK who have completed a project or activity in any field of science, technology, engineering or maths. Entries can come from teams or individuals.
Finalists are invited to present their project at The Big Bang Fair. Here, they'll have their own exhibition stand amongst the big household names to show off all their hard work to journalists, prospective employers and universities – as well as the school groups and VIPs attending The Fair. It’s a great opportunity to display their talents in front of many interested and influential people.
As well as the great prizes in all age categories, winners in the senior categories are crowned the UK Young Scientist(s) of the Year or the UK Young Engineer(s) of the Year at the National Awards Ceremony. The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair will take place from 15-17 March 2012 at The NEC, Birmingham and will celebrate and raise the profile of young people’s achievement in science and engineering and encourage more young people to take part in science, technology, engineering and maths initiatives with support from their parents and teachers. 
School groups will be invited to visit the first two days of The Big Bang, which will also be open to the public on the Saturday. Young people will leave enlightened about how science and engineering feature in everything they wear, eat and do. A number of apprentice, graduate and experienced engineers and scientists will be on hand to quiz and young people will have the opportunity to discover a great career.
The Big Bang hosts the finals of the prestigious National Science & Engineering Competition and is also the flagship event of National Science and Engineering Week 2012. 
For more information please visit www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/nsec 
About Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre
The University of Manchester’s Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre aims to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers by directly engaging them with science at a major UK research facility. 

A visit to the Centre includes the opportunity to see the world-famous Lovell Telescope at close quarters and explore exhibitions on astronomy and the science carried out at Jodrell Bank Observatory. The Discovery Centre also has a vibrant events programme in which visitors can meet scientists, hear about the latest discoveries and enjoy science shows. 

The Centre has already pioneered several innovative ways of engaging new audiences, including the ‘Jodrell Bank Live’ Music Festival in July 2011, its newly planted ‘Galaxy Garden’ and a hugely popular Education programme.
www.jodrellbank.net

About Jodrell Bank
The Jodrell Bank Observatory is a world leader in radio-astronomy research. It is part of the University of Manchester’s School of Physics and Astronomy and has an extensive research programme - ranging from the study of the origin of the Universe in the Big Bang to the discovery of planets orbiting other stars. Many of these projects are international in scope.
www.jb.man.ac.uk 

For Jodrell Bank science contact Dr Tim O’Brien , Reader in Astrophysics and Head of Outreach. E-mail: tim.obrien@manchester.ac.uk. Tel: 01477 571321.
For the Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre contact the Director, Dr Teresa Anderson. 
E-mail: teresa.anderson@manchester.ac.uk. Tel: 01477 571766.
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